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Lenggong Valley is famously known as an archaeological site due to
UNESCO's World Heritage Site verification. Following this, the
aspiration towards Global Geopark recognition comprising Lenggong's
distinctive cultural heritage was initiated. Malay traditional house is one
of the attributes of cultural heritage. It presents a character that
symbolises uniqueness reflected in the states where they were built and
the relation between historical events. This study aims to explore the
distribution tabulation and landscape characters of Malay traditional
houses in Lenggong Valley, Perak, Malaysia. The methodology includes
site observation and evaluation, with the spatial location of the houses
recorded using GPS. The collected samples of hundred eight (108)
traditional houses were analysed using Kernel Density Analysis. Results
showed that the tabulation of Lenggong traditional houses is
concentrated approximately to caves and the Perak River concurrence
with the historical evidence of Paleolithic human settlement and the
Malay sultanate era. Two (2) significant types of traditional houses
found are Rumah Limas Bumbung Perak (RLBP) with 79% and Rumah
Kutai (RK) with 14%. Most of the houses are still preserved with
vernacular architecture and semi-vernacular which points to their
significant identity. The landscape of the traditional houses also points
to the unique characters supported by the geographical setting of
Lenggong as a valley. These findings support the aspiration of a Geo-
Park in Lenggong in the context of the cultural heritage landscape and
provide substantial information to authorities regarding conservation
and preservation of Lenggong as a heritage cultural site in a broader
sense. Future study is encouraged to provide a detailed assessment of the
houses' condition towards heritage preservation and conservation
efforts.
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INTRODUCTION

Lenggong Valley has been known as an archaeological heritage site through the civilisation evidence of the
Palaeolithic period ranging close to two (2) million years. Located in the northern of Perak, Malaysia,
Lenggong Valley is comprised of three districts; Lenggong, Temelong, and Durian Pipit (Jabatan
Perancangan Bandar Desa & Environmental Planning Group, 2015). The United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) verified Lenggong as a World Heritage Site (WHS) in
2012 through the historical evidence found in open-air and cave sites such as Palaeolithic stone tools, Toba
ashes, Perak Man's skeleton, and the intactness of sites around Lenggong reinforced the verification
(UNESCO, 2012). Preceding this, the preservation and conservation of Lenggong Valley are enforced
through the Malaysian government and non-government bodies to ensure that its archaeological
characteristics are retained. The richness of Lenggong Valley with various unique physical and cultural
features further justifies the need for preservation and conservation acts (Jaafar et al., 2015).

Along the course of that, the aspiration for Lenggong Valley to become GeoPark was initiated.
According to Stoffelen (2020), Geoparks are defined by UNESCO as the territorial landscape protection
and promotion institutions with the aims to conserve geo-heritage, geo-education, and sustainable regional
development through the utilisation of products based on geo-tourism. One of the important aspects of
GeoPark is the cultural heritage existed among locals (Ramsay, 2017; UNESCO, 2020). Sadry (2020)
delineates that the purpose of Geopark through UNESCO sense, is to develop the links between geological
heritage and other attributes of the area’s cultural, natural, and intangible heritages. The categorisation of
Geopark is usually based on the focus area they intend. Some geoparks are more conservation-focused, and
some may focus on the tourism aspect (Ruban et al., 2023). There is also a categorisation of Geopark that
was focused on geo-heritage and geo-conservation, geo-education and geo-tourism, and sustainable
development (Stoffelen, 2020).

In the case of Lenggong Valley, the properties of archaeological evidence and historical formation of
caves present the attributes of geo-heritage and geo-conservation. The character of Lenggong's cultural
heritage is known for its limestone caves, tombs of dignitaries, and old buildings (Jaafar et al., 2015). In
addition to that, Dewi (2017) includes village development presented in the community life structure as one
of the components of cultural heritage. Among components in village development is the value of
traditional house in terms of its characters and workmanship. The traditional house is a part of the cultural
heritage (Dalkilic & Nabikoglu, 2020). Klinar & Gersic (2014) underlined that the name of a traditional
house can be a part of the intangible cultural heritages.

Documentation on Malay traditional houses in Perak has been published by a few scholars and research
groups. Rashid et al. (2019) reported the design evolution from the architectural perspective of Malay
traditional houses along Sungai Perak. They covered the characters of Rumah Kutai and Rumah Limas
Potong Perak as the major category of houses found along the Perak River. Following that, they also
reported the poor condition of the houses due to age and occupation status. Khairudn et al., 2018) discussed
the construction techniques of Rumah Kutai in Perak and discovered the distinguished components of
Rumah Kutai that are different from other traditional Malay houses. These components include columns,
beams, floor and bendul, roofing, walls, and staircase. Their study further reinforces the unique cultural
identity of Kutai traditional house. A recent study by Rashid et al. (2021) explored the evolution of the
Malay traditional house in Perak. They highlighted the three (3) major transformations; First is from Rumah
Kutai to Rumah Limas Bumbung Perak during the traditional era, second is from Rumah Limas Bumbung
Perak First Generation to Rumah Limas Bumbung Perak Second Generation, and lastly the evolution
towards Government Quarters Housing during the colonial era to the independence and post-independence
era.
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In regard to Lenggong Valley, the properties of Malay traditional houses are supposedly well preserved
due to archaeological recognition of the area as a World Heritage Site. In addition to that, the characters of
the Malay cultural landscape around the traditional house also warranted preservation to retain the overall
setting of the Malay traditional house. According to Salleh et al. (2016), there are three (3) main areas in
traditional Malay house landscape compounds. These compounds are front compound, side compound, and
rear compound. The function of these compounds is relative to the Malay’s culture of daily life. For
example, the front compound usually becomes a space for ceremony, thus the plants' characters are usually
full of aesthetic elements. The side compound on the other hand functions as the social interaction space
between family members, connecting routes between front and rear, and a space to dry clothes. The rear
compound usually is treated as a private space for women to gather during feasts and Kitchen activities,
thus the planted plants are edible (Salleh et al., 2016). This manifests in the unique cultural identity of the
landscape composition of Malay traditional house which is usually located in rural areas. According to
Zakariya et al. (2019), the growth of rural areas shall be treated with their distinctive characters for
sustainable future development for the local community. Therefore, the identification of its significant
characters in terms of the traditional house tabulation and its landscape characters is warranted.

Perak Traditional Malay House: Evolution and Distribution

Perak Malay traditional house has evolved and transformed significantly over the one hundred fifty
(150) years period (Rashid et al., 2021). In general, the Malay traditional house in Perak can be categorised
into two (2); Rumah Kutai (RK) and Rumah Limas Bumbung Perak (RLBP). According to Saleh, Hashim,
Mahat, and Navan (2018), RK was introduced around the year 1890 along the banks of the Perak River
until its construction was stopped after the end of the First World War (1918). The name of RK or 'Kotai'
is merged among locals due to the structure of the residence itself being unique compared to ordinary
houses. The name 'Kotai' refers to something old or ancient in Perak (Rashid et al., 2019). This symbolises
RK as a residence that is aged. Due to the 99 Law that was enforced during the ruling by the monarchy, the
RK was built facing the riverbank which is the Perak River. (Azlan et al., 2022). Perak River was the main
communication and transportation access for the community around the area. This impact of this caused
the RK to be distributed and restrained towards specific areas such as the banks of the Perak River and
Kuala Kangsar (which is the royal town of Perak).

Following the introduction of RK, the Perak Malay traditional house extends towards Rumah Limas
Bumbung Perak (RLBP). The RLBP was built around the 19th century which has the unique feature of the
style Bumbung Potong Perak (Rashid et al., 2019). Sourced from an old carpenter in Lenggong, Perak has
identified the word 'Limas' originated from the word ‘'Lima’ which points to the five (5) ridges of the limas
roof (Nasir & Teh, 1996). The character of RLBP was mainly influenced by the colonialisation period,
especially in the feature of 'Bumbung Limas' (Choo et al., 2020). The distinctive spatial design of the house
also consists of rumah ibu, rumah anjung, rumah selang, and rumah dapur (Rashid et al., 2019). This
represents the traditional architecture of the Malays in Perak.

In assessing the composition of Perak Malay traditional houses in Lenggong, it is critical to assess the
current and past historic information. This includes the physical condition, intactness, and integrity
informed by history information (Melnick, 2016). The recognition of Lenggong Valley as WHS provides
a basis for greater valuation vis-a-vis to the composition and tabulation of Perak traditional houses.
Landscape plays an important role to support the traditional composition of Perak Malay traditional houses.
According to Harun et al. (2017), the traditional Malay landscape is the balanced interactions between man,
nature, and culture in tandem with traditional houses which is critical to preserve as one of the cultural
heritage sites.
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Traditional Malay Landscape Characters

Traditional Malay landscape design underwent an evolution in accordance with the natural
environment and the influence of the daily life of locals (Salleh et al., 2016). Preservation of heritage in
Malaysia is weighted more on the architectural buildings than the support system provided by the
environment where the building is located (Azizi et al., 2015). This subsequently caused the loss of the
cultural landscape (Harun et al., 2017) especially taking into account the influence of historical information
and the setting of locals' daily routine that can be reflected through the landscape. The traditional Malay
landscape provides historic information and the reflection of daily life and the principle of the Islamic
religion of Malay communities. For example, a traditional Malay house is built with the entrance facing the
sun, the importance of the space spatial organisation in tangent with the activities carried out by the
occupant, and the selection of the house within the village itself (Hussain et al., 2020; Harun, 2008).

Characters of the landscape are the tangible evidence of the activities and habits of the people who
occupied, developed, used, and shaped the landscape which may be related to their beliefs, attitudes,
traditions, and values (McClelland et al., 1999). The classification of these landscape characters is critical
for the preservation of their origin character (Sari et al., 2020). The manifestation of how the landscape
around traditional Malay houses evolved thus, might be attributed to the locals' cultural values and the
setting adjacent as well.

In Lenggong Valley, the features of the traditional Malay landscape are supported by the abundant
natural resources around the area, especially the limestone caves. While the landscape compound may be
similar to other sites, the setting adjacent to the compound has a character that is unique to Lenggong. A
study by Abdullah et al. (2014) reported that the landscape features in Lenggong are significant in terms of
their characters, which may be visible physically, historically, socially, and intangibly. Local communities
in Lenggong also are still practicing activities such as farming and fishing and has cultural heritage
association reflected through their customs and cultural value (Mazehan et al., 2013). This shows a strong
course of the link between the traditional Malay landscape in Lenggong in relation to their cultural values.

UNESCO (2000) gazetted that the value of cultural heritage should be included as one of the
components of Geopark. The cultural heritage includes the composition of traditional Malay houses and
landscape characters surrounding the houses. This study explores the distribution tabulation and landscape
characters of Malay traditional houses in Lenggong Valley to understand the significance distinction they
presented towards preservation and conservation efforts. The inclusion of Lenggong as a World Heritage
Site (WHS) provides a basis for this study in supporting the aspiration to become a Global Geopark heritage
site.

METHODOLOGY

This study enforced two (2) types of data collection: primary data and secondary data collection. For
primary data, empirical study and qualitative data collection were conducted by enumerators with landscape
architecture background from Universiti Teknologi Malaysia (UTM) to gather the information and real-
image data on the composition of Perak traditional Malay houses and landscape characters of Lenggong
(Figure 1). Site observation was conducted, and the spatial location of traditional houses was collected by
using Global Positioning System (GPS) with the coordinates global coordinate system (WGS84 coordinate
system).
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Fig. 1. The methodology of the study
Source: Authors, 2023

For landscape characters of the traditional house, site observation and visit along with interviews
provided a base for analysis which was supported by secondary data on cultural landscape characters
assessment. The use of world coordinate allows the study to tally with the image provided by GIS software.
Then the data was converted to digital spatial data in Geographic Information System (GIS) and
standardised with other geo-spatial information such as land use, archaeological sites, and topography. The
spatial data is then embedded with the attributes of the traditional houses based on the site survey and
interview. The distribution of the traditional houses was mapped out and the analysis of concentration and
typology is conducted. In the analysis stage, the kernel density model was utilised to look at the
concentration of the traditional houses in Lenggong Valley.

https://doi.org/10.24191/bej.v21i1.227

©Authors, 2024



6 Mohd Ruzaini Che Zahari et al. / Built Environment Journal (2024) Vol. 21, No. 1
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Finding and discussion of this study are divided into two (2) categories. First are the results from the
tabulation of Perak traditional Malay houses in Lenggong Valley, and second is the findings from the
assessment of the landscape characters of these houses.

Tabulation of Perak Traditional Malay House in Lenggong

Perak traditional Malay houses in Lenggong are categorised into four (4) categories; Rumah Kutai
(RK), Rumah Bumbung Limas Perak First Generation (RBLP01), Rumah Bumbung Limas Perak Second
Generation (RLBP02), and Rumah Limas Bumbung Perak Colonial (RLBPC). Figure 2 shows the overall
tabulation of these houses in Lenggong Valley.

Legend

Traditional Houses
@ RK
® RKM
A& RLBPO1
RLBP 02
A RLBPC
25 State Road
—— Federal Road
[ water Body
-{ Mukim Lenggong
[ Durian Pipit
-| I Lenggong
| ] Temelong

Fig. 2. Distribution of different typologies of traditional houses in Lenggong
Source: Authors, 2023

The study covered one hundred eight (108) traditional houses as a sample in Lenggong Valley. Those
traditional houses are accessible and the information about the house is recorded during the site visit.
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However, there are still traditional houses available that are not recorded in this study, which also have
significance in their uniqueness. Data shows that the density of RLBPO1 is higher than the other houses
followed by RK, RKM, RLBPO02, and lower density is recorded for RLBPC (Table 1). Overall, the
traditional houses in Lenggong are scattered in the Lenggong Valley alongside the main road and in rural
areas. The typology of houses is also diverse in all areas and the findings show there are several categories
of traditional houses exist in Lenggong. Based on the survey conducted, RLBP 01 is the most significant
typology available of traditional houses in Lenggong. The eighty-five (85) units (70%) of houses altogether
are RLBP and followed by RK which is fifteen (15) units (14%) out of one hundred eight (108) traditional
houses. The finding shows forty-five (45) units of RLBPO1 traditional houses are still in vernacular
structure (Table 2). It indicates Lenggong Valley has kept a significant architectural value, which nowadays
can be seen on site.

Table 1. Typology and number of traditional houses conducted in Lenggong

Type Total Percentage (%)
RK 15 14

RKM 5 5

RLBP 01 85 79

RLBP 02 2 2

RLBPC 1 1

Source: Authors, 2023

Table 2. Proportion of structure status of each category of traditional houses in Lenggong

Status RK RKM RLBP 1 RLBP 2 RLBPC Total
Vernacular 6 45 1 52
Semi Vernacular 7 4 38 1 1 51
Modified 2 1 2 5
Total 108

Source: Authors, 2023

Apart from that, the other categories of houses such as RLBP02 and RLBPC have several units of 2
and 1 correspondingly. These types of houses are limited and unique, thus they should be conserved as the
structure and architecture is unique. Fortunately, the architecture of the houses can be seen as it keeps the
original facade of the houses with semi-vernacular. This provides opportunity to indicate and study the
architecture of the houses.

On the spatial dimension, the location of houses is distributed in all sub-districts of Lenggong,
Temelong, and Durian Pipit. Geospatial analysis however indicates the concentration of traditional houses
located in surrounding Lenggong Town. There are numbers of traditional houses within 500 meters radius
from the town centre. Those houses are accessible within walking distance and close to Geosite area of Gua
Tok Giring. Indeed, the concentration of traditional houses with diverse architecture increases the variety
of landscape resources at Lenggong Town. This shows the early settlement in Lenggong concentrated at
that the distribution of houses and other heritage buildings such as mosques and institutions with vernacular
architecture. Figure 3 shows the concentration of the traditional house in Lenggong.
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Fig. 3. Concentration and density analysis of traditional houses in Lenggong
Source: Authors, 2023

Table 3. Number of houses based on Mukim

Mukim Total
Lenggong 61
Temelong 18
Durian Pipit 29

Source: Authors, 2023

The tabulated findings of Perak Malay traditional houses show that there are different types of houses
across Lenggong Valley. The tabulation of RK is scattered across Lenggong Valley, but its highest density
was found at Mukim Lenggong. For RKM, its location was found scattered at the south and north-south of
Lenggong Valley with higher density at Mukim Durian Pipit. The tabulation of RLBPOL1 is linearly scattered
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across Banjaran Bintang at all three (3) Mukim with the highest density of the houses found at Mukim
Lenggong. For RLBPO02, its tabulation is clustered in the south part of Lenggong which is in Mukim Durian
Pipit. The tabulation of RLBPC was concentrated at Mukim Lenggong near the town area. Figure 4 shows
an example of the distribution of different typologies of traditional houses in Lenggong Town.
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Fig. 4. The distribution of traditional houses based on the different typologies in Lenggong town.

Source: Authors, 2023

From Figure 4, the distribution of RLBP 01 is clustered mainly at the Kampung Masjid Lenggong and
near to Geosite location of Gua Teluk Batu. The RK houses are scattered across the town with one of them
located at Kampung Ulu Lenggong which is near to Geosite location of Gua Tok Giring. The analysis
indicates the area that needs conservation to highlight the unique character of its landscape. It visualises the
https://doi.org/10.24191/bej.v21i1.227
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decision makers and community to act to protect and promote the area for a living museum. Conservation
of the houses and improving the landscape surrounding them will create a rural ambiance of the area that
promote a significant cultural landscape of those areas. It gives chance to all to get close to the architecture
of the houses. Kernel density analysis shows Kampung Lenggong and Teluk Batu have a significant number
of traditional houses with unique architecture. The typology of the houses is diverse and the distance of the
houses from one to another is within walkability distances (< 500 meters). The location is close to Lenggong
Town and Laman Budaya Lenggong. Thus, this area should be highlighted as a complex of traditional
architecture. Figure 5 shows the village distribution in Lenggong Valley.
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Fig. 5. Distribution of villages in Lenggong Valley
Source: Authors, 2023

The concentration of traditional houses was discovered at Kampung Kuak and Kampung Changkat
Berangan. These areas are adjacent to each other and have many traditional houses with various types of
architectural styles. The surrounding landscape such as the Raban Lake with the background of the Bintang
forest spine increases the uniqueness of the landscape at these two (2) villages. Moreover, these villages
are famous with attractive destinations for ecotourism and cultural tourism. There are a lot of natural
resources such as forest reserves, rivers, and outstanding natural landscape settings that create a good view
of that area. Various cultural activities are also significant in these villages as they have their rural cultural
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activities such as fishing, agriculture, and product from small and medium industries. With the unique
architecture of traditional houses and unique landscapes, this area could be highlighted as another zone for
conservation. The combination of natural and cultural landscapes increases the rural identity of this area
and stimulates further tourism activities.

Other concentrated areas of traditional houses in the district are Kampung Sumpitan, Kampung Bukit
Sapi, Kampung Chepor, Kampung Luat, and Kampung Beng. Those villages are located at the riverside of
Perak River and Raban Lake. Those villages have several houses that are also significant in terms of
architecture. Overall, the high of the house's floor is higher to adapt to the surrounding nature situation such
as flood and protection from wildlife. Historically those areas are remote areas, and the distribution of the
houses is closer to each other. This is due to the safety aspect in the past. Nowadays those areas are
accessible by road and the interpretation of the unique architecture of traditional houses is more feasible.

This scenario gives more opportunities to others to learn about the natural and cultural landscape of these
areas.

Landscape Characters of Perak Traditional Malay House in Lenggong

The landscape characters of Lenggong's Perak traditional Malay house resemble the Malay Garden
landscape design. Salleh et al. (2016) postulated the traditional Malay Garden design has three (3) main
components of landscape compound — front, rear, and side compounds. The compound distribution is
apparent with other types of Malay traditional houses as well. Figure 6 shows the typical distribution of
compounds in the context of RBLPO1.

Rear Gompound

Kumerly, Tou

Side Compound
Side Compound

Front Gompound

Fig. 6. Typical space composition in traditional Malay landscape

Source: Salleh et al., 2016

https://doi.org/10.24191/bej.v21i1.227

©Authors, 2024



12 Mohd Ruzaini Che Zahari et al. / Built Environment Journal (2024) Vol. 21, No. 1

The assessment of landscape characters for Perak traditional Malay houses in Lenggong is based on
two (2) major components. The first component is the identification of hardscape and softscape elements
in the compound (Salleh et al., 2016) which may point to the identity, daily activities, and history of its
inhabitants. The second component is by incorporating cultural landscape identification by McClelland et
al. (1999) which underlines eleven (11) landscape elements consisting of land uses and activities, patterns
of spatial organisation, responses to the natural environment, cultural traditions, circulation networks,
boundary demarcations, vegetation related to land uses, buildings and structures, clusters, archaeological
sites, and small-scale elements. Due to the context of the evaluation of landscape around the perimeter of
Perak traditional Malay houses, this study only incorporates three (3) elements; boundary demarcations,
vegetation related to landscape use, and small-scale elements. The evaluation of these three (3) elements is
deemed suitable for a smaller context of a traditional house. Two (2) types of Perak traditional Malay houses
are chosen for the landscape characters evaluation. The first house is Rumah Kutai (RK) Anjung which is
located at Kampung Kuak. The identification of this house is based on the illustration and description of
the type of Rumah Kutai by Khairudin et al. (2018). Figure 7 shows the photo of the house and its landscape
compound.

Fig. 7. The existing condition of Rumah Kutai and its landscape

Source: Authors, 2023

This house is identified as Rumah Kutai Anjung due to the additional Anjung (frontage space) placed
perpendicular and extended from the center front of rumah ibu (Khairudin et al., 2018). The landscape
component of this house appears to be dominated by softscapes more than hardscape elements. The front
compound is dominated by potted well-maintained shrubs which provide evidence of inhabitants. The rear
compound is densely dominated by natural vegetation due to the location of this house. The left-side
compound becomes the clear access to the rear compound usually intended as an herbs garden and private
area. The boundary demarcation of this house is delineated through the open access and natural vegetation.
Potted ornamental and native plants (e.g., Colocasia Gigantea (Keladi Gajah)) on the front compound
presents a welcoming sign to visitors. On the rear compound, Cocos Nucifiera (coconut tree) is visible

https://doi.org/10.24191/bej.v21i1.227
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which signifies its usability to the owners. Small-scale elements related to daily uses such as roofing-
pangkin, wheelbarrow, and dry-leave brooms are present which show evidence of their occupancy.

The second house that was evaluated is Rumah Limas Bumbung Perak 1st Generation (RLBP01) which
is located at Kampung Teluk Batu. The identification of this house as RLBPO1 is based on Rashid et al.
(2021) who stated that RLBPO1 has distinctive characters in terms of architectural elements and materials,
and decorative elements. For example, RLBPO1 has zinc roofing and a window door, supported by
decorative elements of kepala cicak positioned on the roof eaves as shown in Figure 8.

Fig. 8. The existing condition of RLBPO1 and its landscape

Source: Authors, 2023

For the current condition of this RLBP01, the components of softscapes are dominating the landscape
compound more than the hardscapes. On the front compound, the open space character is preserved with
potted plants, and shrubs are placed at the side compound. Both side compounds are narrow with few shrubs
planted to preserve the circulation access between the front to the rear compounds. There is a dense
combination of trees and shrubs in the rear compound. The boundary demarcation of this house appears to
be bordered by the circulation access. From the figure, this RLBPO1 is separated by the open space which
might be the tertiary road access into the settlement areas. As mentioned, the domination of softscapes in
the compound points to the usability of a variety of vegetation related to land use. The vegetations are
mostly native and function as; an aesthetic welcoming sign shown through the potted plants placed on the
front compound and daily usage shown through the dense plants on the rear compound. Unfortunately,
there are minimal small-scale elements found within the compound of the RLBPO1. This may be attributed
to the type of occupant living in this house.
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Overall, the properties of traditional Malay houses present a character that is distinct and closely related
to the daily life of the Malays. The landscape characters of the RK and RLBP01 present a significant identity
comprised of the types of softscapes relative to daily use, visible boundary demarcation between houses,
native vegetation, and culturally attributed small-scale elements around the house's compound. The
softscapes which are comprised of herbs, fruits, and ornamental plants point to the usability of the plants
for elements such as edibility, medicine, and decoration purpose. High usability for plants in Malay house
compounds is for edibility, followed by decorative, and medicinal (Ani et al., 2012). This is evidenced
through the compound analysis of RLBPO1, which utilised the front compound with an element of
decoration for welcoming purposes and the rear compound for edibility and medicine, especially through
the planted coconut palm tree (Cocos Nucifiera). According to Hussain et al. (2020), coconut palm also
functions as a security fence alongside providing a source of food and aesthetics.

There is no clear boundary demarcation between the traditional Malay houses in Lenggong Valley.
This points to the visibility aspect to encourage social cohesion. According to Zakaria et al. (2017), the
compound of the traditional Malay house functions as a space for socialisation. There is a strong emphasis
on social cohesion in the identity of Malay traditional houses (Syed Mahdzar & Yahya, 2017). The visible
path between the houses encourages clear accessibility between the house's occupants and neighbours. This
reinforces the spirit of community among Malays. For example, the neighbour can freely help the occupants
with daily activities or just for leisure activities. The man-made boundary between the houses may be
perceived as non-approachable. Hints on socio-economic activities and historic information can be
extracted from small-scale elements found on the site of the cultural landscape. For instance, at Jasin and
Alor Gajah, the small-scale element of Kebuk Padi is a significant feature in the compound due to the
history of these places as the location of paddy fields in the 1950s (Ani et al., 2012). Page et al. (1998)
relate the small-scale elements with functional usage and aesthetic purpose which may complement the
landscape. In Lenggong Valley, the example of RBLPO1 given showed the minimal availability of small-
scale elements due to the occupant status. The low occupancy status among Malay traditional houses points
to the issue of abandonment of vernacular architecture (Sulaiman, 2017). However, there is a visible pot
placed at the side of the staircase for aesthetic value commonly found in traditional Malay houses.

CONCLUSION

The tabulation distribution of Perak traditional Malay houses in Lenggong Valley reflects the influence of
various factors; geographical, topography, history, cultural, and socioeconomics. The landscape characters
of these houses point to the common character found within the perspective of the Malay Garden and
encompass cultural landscape values as well. This study focuses to report on the distributional tabulation
and landscape characters of Perak traditional houses to support the cultural heritage value of Lenggong
which may not be highlighted in the WHO preservation and conservation assessment. The significances of
this study contribute to the aspiration of Lenggong Valley to become Global Geopark, inform local
authorities of significant cultural features, and increase the awareness of Lenggong cultural heritage thus
pointing to the preservation and conservation efforts required to maintain them. Future study is
recommended to emphasise on the preservation and conservation strategies of Perak traditional Malay
houses and their landscape in Lenggong by incorporating detailed assessment, such as Building Condition
Assessment (BCA) and cultural landscape assessment.
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