
   

 

SPECIAL ISSUE 2025: SMART, 
SUSTAINABLE, AND RESILIENT URBAN 
AND BUILT ENVIRONMENTS: NAVIGATING 
THE FUTURE THROUGH INNOVATION AND 
DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION 
 
 
The Built Environment Journal is pleased to present this special issue themed “Smart, 
Sustainable, and Resilient Urban and Built Environments: Navigating the Future 
through Innovation and Digital Transformation.” As the challenges facing cities and the 
built environment intensify—ranging from climate change and rapid urbanisation to 
societal resilience and the integration of emerging technologies—there is a growing 
imperative for innovative, cross-disciplinary research that shapes the future of our 
cities and communities. 

This special issue brings together a diverse collection of original research articles, 
case studies, and conceptual papers that reflect the multifaceted nature of 
contemporary urban planning, construction, and engineering practice. Contributions 
span topics such as sustainable construction, smart city initiatives, urban and regional 
planning, disaster management, geospatial and artificial intelligence technologies, 
future mobility, landscape planning, and cultural heritage conservation. 

In line with the themes of recent conferences and symposia, such as the Urban 
Planning Symposium 2024 and the International Conference on Built Environment and 
Engineering (IConBEE2024), this issue highlights papers that address: 
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• Smart Technologies for the Built Environment 
 

• Sustainable Development and Societal Resilience 
 

• Digitalisation and Intelligent Systems in Urban and Regional Planning 
 

• Disaster Management and Future Mobility 
 

• Landscape, Heritage, and Geospatial Solutions 
 

• Governance, Management, and Policy for Urban Transformation 
 
Our contributors present novel insights into policy frameworks, innovative design and 
planning practices, and advanced technological applications that support the transition 
towards smarter and more sustainable built environments. Selected papers also 
discuss the role of digital transformation and the integration of artificial intelligence and 
geospatial technologies in enhancing the resilience and adaptability of our urban 
systems. 

By assembling this diverse body of work, we hope to inspire scholars, practitioners, 
and policymakers to engage with the pressing challenges and emerging opportunities 
within the built environment. We invite readers to explore these contributions, which 
collectively push the boundaries of knowledge and practice in creating cities and 
communities that are not only sustainable and smart but also resilient and inclusive. 
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